
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L EG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

Februar y 1 3, 2 0 03 LR 16

will say that, even if the Attorney General could not arrive at
t hat conc l u s i o n . And I f eel t hat m y t r a i ni n g i n t he l aw , m y
study of the constitution and court cases, makes me h ave
conf idence i n my det erm i n a t i o n t hat a po l i t i cal sub d i v i s i on ,
first of all, is not a part of state government. Political
subdi v i s i o n s ar e c r e a t e d b y t h e s t a t e . Th a t d o e s n o t mak e t h e
people wh o wo r k f o r t h o se su b d i v i s i o n s s t a t e ex e c u t i v e o f f i c e r s .
This a mendment t o t he c on s t i t u t i o n wou l d be s i mi l a r , i n my mi nd ,
to t a k i ng a n ap p r o a c h l i k e t h i s : we ' re n o t su r e h o w a c ou r t
would re so l v e an i ssue o f t hi s k i nd , so l et ' s put som e th i n g i n
t he c o n s t i t u t i o n so t h a t we c a n m a k e i t c ome o ut t he way w e w a n t
it to come out. I ha ve not heard a compe l ling a rgument to
j us t i f y a mending t h e c o n s t i t ut i on i n t hi s wa y, . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR CH A MBERS: . . .when it's clear from the language that
exists in the constitution right now that it's not talking about
pol i t i c a l sub d i v i s i o n s , i t ' s no t t al k i ng abou t emp l o y ee s of
political subdivisions, it's not talking about elected officials
of political subdivisions. So my advice, if I were advising the
Legislature, is, don't do this, because it's not necessary to
accomplish any purpose, and I haven't been made clear in my mind
what the purpose of this is. Thank you, Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Tha n k yo u, Sen ator Ch ambers an d Sen ator
J anssen . Se na t o r Lo u d e n o n L R 1 6 C A .

SENATOR LOUDEN : Thank you, Mr. President, and body. I would
like some clarification on the wording here. It se ems to be
quite extensive on where it's going. I was wondering if someone
that was working for the Game and P arks Commission could
t heore t i c a l l y a l so b e e l ec t e d t o t he L e g is l at u r e . That w o u l d b e
my quest i on . And al s o , i f t hey wer e i n su ch a pos i t i on , you
know, t hey coul d eve n t u a l l y b e , l i ke , on t he . .Chairman of the
Natura l R e sources Conanit t ee . I wou l d m a ybe y i e l d my t i me t o
Senator Schimek for an answer.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Who are you asking, Senator Louden?

SENATOR LOUDEN: Senator Schimek.
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